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@¢ [__ EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS | 00 


CLERICAL FASCISM 
IN ARGENTINA 
DEMOCRATIC ARGENTINES 
are alarmed at the appointment 
of a Roman Catholic priest, Father J. 
C. Silva, as special Ambassador to 
Rome “entrusted with the duty of 
stablishing a delegation in Rome to 
develop emigration to this country 
[Argentina] from Italy, Spain, 
France and Germany,” according to 
an article in the Argentine newspaper 
Review of the River Plate. It is also 
reported that Argentina’s great demo- 
cratic papers, such as La Nacion, 
fear the “selection” of immigrants 
that Father Silva will make from 
those countries. It seems to be a 
foregone conclusion that this priest- 
ambassador will select chiefly Roman 
Catholics, and that he will draw upon 
many former Fascists and Nazis who 
are no longer at home in their own 
countries since the elimination of 
Mussolini, Hitler, Petain, et al. 
Dictator Perén’s plan calls for four 
million immigrants, to arrive in Ar- 
gentina at the rate of 30,000 a month, 
as part of his Nazi-imitated ‘five- 
year-plan’ of industrial and popula- 
tion expansion. Thus Nazi-Fascism, 
again with the help of the Catholic 


Church, bids fair to re-establish itself 
in the Americas, using Argentina as 
its springboard. 


2 4 


TOO HOT TO HANDLE 


FIVE-MAN MAJORITY of the 

U. S. Supreme Court, last De- 
cember 10, dismissed the case of Mrs. 
Edna Ballard and her son Donald 
of .Los Angeles who were convicted 
four years ago of using the mails to 
defraud in the development of their 
“T AM” cult, which promised spiritual 
favors for money contributions. The 
five Justices who rendered the major- 
ity opinion — William O. Douglas, 
Frank Murphy, Stanley F. Reed, 
Hugo L. Black and Wiley B. Rut- 
ledge—were accused by the other 
four — Justices Felix Frankfurter, 
Robert H. Jackson, Harold H. Bur- 
ton and Chief Justice Fred M. Vin- 
son—of “playing with justice,” ac- 
cording to the Pittsburgh Press of last 
December 10. It would seem to us 
that adverse decision in this case of 
the Ballards would be dangerous for 
the Roman Catholic Church, which 
also collects vast sums of money 
through the mails on promises of get- 





70 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


ting souls out of purgatory into 
heaven and other spiritual favors. 


The Ballards and their “I AM” 
movement claimed to be able to in- 
voke the help of St. Germain, a mystic 
who lived in the Middle Ages. When 
convicted in Los Angeles in Febru- 
ary 1942, Federal Judge J. F. T. 
O’Connor, a Roman Catholic, excor- 
iated them and, among other things, 
forbade them to repeat that St. Ger- 
main ever appeared to them. In doing 
so, this Federal judge condemned the 
Ballards for acts and beliefs that he, 
as a Roman Catholic, considers right 
and proper in his own Church. 


Roman Catholic newspapers in the 
United States are filled with adver- 
tisements and appeals for money for 
masses to rescue souls from purga- 
tory. The ‘Purgatorian Society’ at 
173 East Third Street in New York 
City, for instance, solicits $10 a per- 
son, which can be paid “on easy 
terms,” for a share in ten High 
Masses for the relief of souls in pur- 
gatory. A recent issue of Our Sunday 
Visitor (Aug. 11, 1946), widely cir- 
culated Catholic weekly, advertised a 
plan to offer Gregorian Masses “after 
your death,” as “real insurance for 
your soul,” against the fire of purga- 
tory. 


What if the Ballards had sold 
medals and scapulars of their St. 
Germain, as the Roman Catholic 
Church does by the million for every 
conceivable kind of saint? In con- 
demning the Ballards in 1942, Judge 
O’Connor declared: “Religion cannot 
be used as a vehicle for the perpetua- 
tion of fraud. Fraudulent practices 
under the guise of religion cannot be 
tolerated.” But this should apply 
equally in a democratic country to 
all religions. 7 
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ROME AND THE MOSLEMS 


VATICAN continues to ce- 
ment its tie-up with the Arab 
world, as mentioned in our January 
issue. Full diplomatic relations are 
expected to be re-established soon be- 
tween the Vatican and Egypt, accord- 
ing to a recent report of Religious 
News Service from Rome. The Arab 
State of Lebanon has already appoint- 
ed Charles Hellou of Beyrouth as its 
Minister to the Vatican, which in turn 
will not only set up its delegation in 
Lebanon, but also appoint a secretary 
for each Arab country in the Middle 
East. A Vatican representative al- 
ready functions in Beirut, Syria. 


Highlighted in the Catholic press 
in January of this year was an official 
NCWC report from Cairo that Mos- 


lems there have been flocking to wor-fi 


ship at the Shrine of Saint Therese 
(the ‘Little Flower’). “Moslems flock 
to Saint Therese Shrine,” was a ban- 
ner headline on page one of the Cath- 
olic Register of January 12. “Large 
crowds of Moslems,” it declares, “wait 
patiently every day outside the gates 
of the shining new Shrine of St. 
Therese here until the Catholics have 
completed their devotions. They then 
rush in to pay their respects to the 
Little Flower.” 


This phenomenon is explained in 
the article as proof of the “cordial re- 
lations between Moslems and Chris 
tians (Catholics) in Egypt.” Further 
proof of these cordial relations is given 
in the article from the fact that an 
organization of “educated Christians” 
and “Moslem savants (scholars)” 
from Cairo’s famed El-Azhar Moham- 
medan university, called ‘Brothers 
of Verity,’ has been established. 
“They meet frequently,” it states, “to 
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discuss religious matters, and, as 
Egypt is the intellectual center of the 


Moslem world, these conferences may 


gve far-reaching results.” 

These “far-reaching results” will 
serve the Vatican’s political maneuver 
of playing the Arabs against the Jews 
and Russia in the fight for control of 
the Eastern gateway to the Mediter- 
ranean. 


, 2 9 


CATHOLIC-FASCIST 
ACTION IN QUEBEC 


CATHOLIC QUEBEC has pro- 
vided another instance of Fascist 
religious persecution at the instigation 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 
Close to 1,000 members of Jehovah 
Witnesses were jailed last December 
on the charge of distributing literature 
without a license. Some of this liter- 

e was condemned by Premier 


Maurice Duplessis as “seditious and 


libelous,” especially one pamphlet 
which alleges that “the Quebec Gov- 
ernment is acting under the inspira- 
tion of the Roman Catholic Church,” 
and another which demands “that a 
crucifix on the throne in the Legisla- 
tive Council, Quebec’s Upper House, 
placed there in 1937 by the Duplessis 
Government, be replaced by the Can- 
adian Coat of Arms.” 

Bail was set for the defendants, ac- 
cording to the N. Y. Times of last 
December 22, as high as $100. Mr. 
Frank Roncarelli, a Montreal restaur- 
ant keeper and a convert from Roman 
Catholicism, provided bail for 10 of 
the accused and his signature was 

ccepted for many others. This en- 
raged Mr. Duplessis who retaliated by 
cancelling Roncarelli’s liquor license 
and thus forcing him out of his res- 
taurant business. The N. Y. Times’ 
report tells the story of Roncarelli’s 


conversion from Roman Catholicism 
as follows: 


“Mr. Roncarelli is a convert from 
Catholicism, as a result, he says, of 
an experience in Italy. He had gone 
to Italy on a pleasure trip, and 
when he heard Benito Mussolini 
described from the pulpit as a ‘man 
sent from God’ he says he lost faith 
and apparently ran into difficulties 
by publicly denouncing Mussolini 
as anti-religious.” 


The cancelling of Mr. Roncarelli’s 
license aroused strong protest not only 
from the Civil Liberties Union and 
from political and religious affiliates 
of the Witnesses, but also from out- 
standing civil and religious leaders in 
Quebec and throughout all of Canada. 
The Montreal Diocesan Society for 
Catholic Action, according to the 
Times’ report, “expressed approval of 
the ‘energetic action’ taken by Pre- 
mier Duplessis.” 


Nothing could prove more clearly 
the accusation of the defendants that 
“the Quebec Government is acting 
under the inspiration of the Roman 
Catholic Church” than this very ac- 
tion of the Government against them 
in behalf of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


es 


RELIGION IN GERMANY'S 
NEW CONSTITUTIONS 


NEW CONSTITUTIONS in 

the United States zone of Ger- 
many—Bavaria, Wuerttenberg-Baden 
and Greater Hesse—contain various 
references to religion and the Church. 
In Bavaria, which is overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic, religious schools 
without restriction are provided for, 
and interdenominational schools are 
permitted upon special request of the 
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people in towns of mixed religious 
affiliations. The Constitution of 
Greater Hesse, on the other hand, for- 
bids State subsidies to the Church, but 
recognizes religious teaching as part 
of the curricula in the public schools; 
erection of parochial schools must be 
approved by popular referendum. 


The constitution of Wuerttenberg- 
Baden has a special provision that 
seems aimed specifically at prevent- 
ing a repetition of the use of the 
Roman Catholic Church’s influence 
in politics. With the help given to 
Hitler’s regime by the Vatican seem- 
ingly in mind, the framers of this con- 
stitution declare that: “There must be 
no abuse of the facilities of the 
Churches for political purposes, and 
no one is to be forced to take part in 
a religious function or to use religious 
oaths.” It will be remembered that 
by the terms of the Concordat be- 
tween Hitler and the Vatican—which 
was signed by Pope Pius XII and 
Franz von Papen in 1933—all Roman 
Catholic bishops and teachers were 
obliged to take a special oath of loy- 
alty to the Nazi regime. 


The fate of this Hitler-Vatican 
Concordat remains in doubt. The 
Pope claims that it is still in force, but 


SEND your order now — for: 


authorities regard it as dead as Hitler, 


HAVE YOU NOTICED? 


THIS ISSUE of our magazine contains 
authentic stories of four recently-convert- 
ed Catholic priests: Andrew Sommese and 
John Zerhusen, who are now Lutheran 
pastors, and Jose Vega and Noel Patrick 
Conlon, now ministers of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. Thirty-three Roman 
Catholic priests in Venezuela have also 
broken with the Church of Rome (p. 92). 


Here is your answer to Mrs. Clare 
Luce’s articles—telling why she became a 
Roman Catholic—now being published 
(in three doses) in McCall’s magazine, 
which has a circulation of three and a 
half million copies a month. 


GOSPEL OUTLINES 


“For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son that whosoever be 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’"-—John 3:16 

- A Great God 

A Great Love 

A Great World 

A Great Gift 

A Great Salvation 

. A Great Opportunity 

To Make a Great Decision 

To Receive a Great Saviour 

. For a Little Faith 
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BOUND VOLUME OF "THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE" FOR 1946 


A limited number of handsomely bound, Indexed volumes of our magazine for 1946 


now ready. 


—Truly a volume of information— 
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still available. Price ............. 
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(Index separate 25c a copy) 
Some copies of Bound Volume for 1945 
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THE CONVERSION OF MARTIN LUTHER 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


~ Book Review 


ROAD TO REFORMATION, by Heinrich Boehmer. Translated from the German by John 
W. Doberstein and Theodore G. Tappert; 449 pages, Muhlenberg Press; Price $4.00. 


FRASMUS, the scholarly, humanist 

contemporary of Luther, once 
shrewdly said of him: “Luther com- 
mitted two unpardonable sins. He 
attacked the power of the pope and 
the bellies of the monks.” Erasmus 
was also a rebellious priest but, unlike 
Luther, gained fame and retained the 
good will of the ecclesiastical author- 
ities by attacking the abuses of the 
Church solely on the intellectual level. 
Himself a priest and the son of a 
priest, Erasmus kept on such good 
terms with the Pope that he even ob- 
tained release from his vow of cel- 
ibacy. Unlike Luther he seems. to 
have experienced no spiritual conver- 
sion. By his clever ridicule he dis- 
credited the inanities of the corrupt 
system of Catholic church learning 
known as Scholasticism, but he played 
safe and kept well out of the way of 
the anathemas and _heresy-hunting 
agents of the Pope. 


The lasting work of reform accom- 
plished by Luther was due to the fact 
that he acted from personal conviction 
as a result of his own spiritual con- 
version. He kindled a fire of the spirit 
which is not easy to extinguish. Eras- 
mus’ adventure was _ intellectual, 
Luther’s spiritual and therefore in- 
volved greater risks but resulted in 
tremendous blessings for humanity. 
Of Erasmus Luther wrote to Spalatin 
in March 1517: “I must confess that 
his sharp and undiminished attack up- 
on the ignorance of the priests and 
monks pleases me. But I fear that he 


does not promote the cause of Christ 
and God's grace sufficiently. For him 
human considerations have an abso- 
lute preponderance over divine... . 
No one is truly wise in the Christian 
sense simply because he knows Greek 
and Hebrew.” 


Road to Reformation is the story 
of Luther to the year 1521, and is 
well known in German under the title 
Der Junge Luther. Its recent ap- 


pearance in English, by arrangement 
with the Alien Property Custodian, is 
a fitting tribute to the great priest- 


MARTIN LUTHER 
Famous Converted Priest 
Dynamic Reformation Leader 
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Reformer as a memorial to celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of his death in 
1546. It is hoped that this work will 
serve as a timely reminder to Amer- 
icans of all they owe to the leader 
of the Protestant Reformation. Now, 
more than ever before, in view of the 
growing aggressiveness of the Roman 
Catholic Church in America, Protes- 
tants need to be reminded that they 
must become active in defending the 
freedoms that came out of Luther’s 
Reformation and in preserving the 
blessings it brought to mankind. 


Chapter ten of Boehmer’s work ap- 
peals most to me. For it depicts 
Luther’s first steps toward the realiza- 
tion of salvation by grace and of the 
uselessness of the ritualistic practices 
and theology of Roman Catholicism. 
What Luther went through to arrive 
at this, is similar to what I and every 
other converted priest experienced. 
The process is one of great soul an- 
guish, doubt, hesitation and even of 
great temptation to resist the dawning 
consciousness of the light that God 
shines upon the soul. The fear of hell, 
escape from which is made to depend 
upon adherence to Roman Catholic 
beliefs and practices, drove young 
Luther into the priesthood in the 
Augustinian Order. As I also argued 
with myself, Luther seemed to have 
convinced himself that since a priest 
is empowered to forgive sins and dis- 
pense the grace of salvation to others, 
one of the surest ways of avoiding hell 
for himself was to become a priest. 
I can well understand the shock he 
suffered when he realized, as most 
priests eventually do, that forgiveness 
of sins in the Catholic confessional 
had no effect on him, that he was just 
the same after confession as before. 
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It was only when Luther turned to 
the famous passage in Romans 1: 16- 
17 that he began to understand how 
sins are really forgiven and how dif- 
ferent is the Gospel teaching about 
salvation to that of Roman Catholic 
theology. For there he saw for the 
first time how the Gospel is the very 
power of God, because “therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed from 
faith unto faith.” But for Luther this 
at first was a further cause of doubt 
and despair. “Thus the Gospel too,” 
he complained, “is only a revelation 
of the punitive righteousness of God, 
only a means of further torturing and 
tormenting men who are already fear- 
fully burdened with original sin and 
the Ten Commandments.” Accord- 
ing to Boehmer (p. 110) this thought 
actually engendered in Luther a feel- 
ing of passionate hatred of this cruel 
God who always requires love and yet 
actually makes it impossible for His 
creatures to love him. It was only 
after he had carefully examined the 
context to this passage of Romans 
that he saw that what is meant is not 
the punitive righteousness of God, but 
rather the forgiving righteousness of 
God by which His mercy makes us 
just, as it is written: justus ex fide 
vivit. “Then it seemed to me,” Luther 
declared, “as if I were born anew and 
that I had entered into the open gates 
of paradise. The whole Bible sudden- 
ly took on a new aspect for me. I ran 
through it, as much as I had it in 
my memory, and gathered together a 
great number of similar expressions 
as ‘work of God,’ that is, that which 
God works in us; ‘power of God,’ that 
is, the power through which He makes 
us powerful; ‘wisdom of God,’ that is, 
the wisdom through which He makes 
us wise... . As much as I had here- 
tofore hated the word ‘righteousness 
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of God,’ so much the more dear and 
sweet it was to me now. And so that 
passage of St. Paul became for me in 
very truth the gate to Paradise.” 


In my own experience, I remember 
actually praying against this light, 
that God would not convince me that 
I must take the consequences of it 
and break from the priesthood and its 
associations, from the love of family 
and friends. I can well understand 
now what Luther meant when he de- 
scribed the effect of his decision as 
“a new insight and a new sense of 
life.’ On that same day that the 
light came to him, Boehmer tells us, 
‘Luther wrote a commentary on Psalm 
31, which he entitled: “Concerning 
the means of true repentance, that 
sins are remitted, not by any works, 
but alone by the mercy of God with- 
out any merit.” 


Readers of this book whose knowl- 
edge of Luther is limited will be 
amazed at the volume of work he 
accomplished—his ability to compose 
and have published treatise after 
treatise in such short order. Notable 
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among these are: An Open Letter to 
the Christian Nobility of the German 
Nation concerning the Reform of the 
Christian Estate (begun June 6, 1521, 
and on the press by June 23) ; A Pre- 
lude to the Babylonian Captivity of 
the Church (begun August 31 and off 
the press by October 6 of the same 
year); On Monastic Vows (written 
between November 21 and December 
1, 1521). Within six months after 
the famous Leipsig Disputation, 
Luther published sixteen treatises, in- 
cluding three polemics against Eck 
and Emser. These, according to 
Boehmer, comprise some fifty of our 
average . printed signatures today. 
“Hence, he delivered about two sig- 
natures to the printery every week. 
In addition, he usually preached two 
or three times, lectured at least two 
hours, and continued to conduct oc- 
casional disputations with his stu- 
dents.”” He wrote in Latin and Ger- 
man, and once he had begun to write, 
he usually sent the finished sheets to 
the neighboring print shops without 
going over them again, “especially,” 


moe 
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says Boehmer, “if the product was one 
of such wrath that he intended it to 
have an immediate effect. He changed 
hardly anything in the proofs.” 


His Open Letter to the Christian 
Nobility pulled the props from under 
the whole Roman Catholic structure 
of medieval thought, doctrine, prac- 
tice and law—especially the pet Rom- 
an doctrine of the two estates, the two 
laws and the two powers of Pope and 
Emperor. Every Christian is a priest, 
he declared; the Christian does not 
need a human mediator to enter into 
relationship with God, nor does God 
need human mediators to communi- 
cate with man; every Christian is em- 
powered to proclaim the Word of 
God; priestly celibacy was to be 
abolished and congregations have the 
right to elect their pastors. To be 
abolished also were: all holy days: ex- 
cept Sunday; all church fairs, pilgrim- 
ages, indulgences, chapels and shrines 
in uninhabited places; masses for the 
dead; monasteries of mendicant friars 
were to be closed, and the monks be 
forbidden to beg, preach and hear 
confessions; monasteries and founda- 
tions should be turned into schools 
and perpetual vows abolished. He 
also recommended the communion 
cup for the laity, as the Hussites had 
done before him. Of the greatest im- 
portance was Luther’s insistence on 
the principle—which has since been 
made the groundwork of all demo- 
cratic governments — that “there are 
not two estates nor are there two pow- 
ers in Christendom, for power or force 
may not be used at all in spiritual 
affairs. Power to compel (potestas 
coactiva) belongs solely to the secu- 
lar government, and it is to be ap- 
plied only in temporal affairs.” For 
herein is the whole basis of Protes- 
tantism’s great principle of religious 
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freedom, and the outright denial of 
any power in the Church of Rome to 
persecute and kill heretics—a claim 
which the Roman Catholic Church 
outrageously clings to even in this 
twentieth century. 


So complete was Luther’s amazing 
reform that nothing seemed to remain 
of the whole complex of ideas which 
had formed the basis of the social, 
political, and legal thought of the 
Western world as controlled by the 
Papacy from Rome for nearly a thou- 
sand years. 

Yet Luther was no innovator, but 
rather a renovator. His was a plain 
reassertion of the Gospel truth that 
was hidden for so long from the peo- 
ple. He founded no new religion, was 
not a fanatic, a starry-eyed mystic, 
nor did he ever claim to have had 
visions or special revelations from God | 
to start anything new. He was no 
miracle-worker, nor did he need signs 
and wonders, as are generally attrib- 
uted to Rome’s saints, to bring about 
his reassertion of the true Gospel 
teaching and the magnificent results 
that followed automatically for the 
nations of Europe that accepted his 
reforms. 


Was Luther without fault? Far 
from it. If I may dare to agree with 
Boehmer, I, too, would accuse Luther 
of making the mistake of trying to 
pour the new wine of the reasserted 
Gospel into some of the old bottles of 
Roman ecclesiasticism. Protestantism 
generally has suffered from this de 
fect ever since, and in some instances 
has lost ground in our day, is even in- 
clined to an envious and slavish imita- 
tion of Roman Catholicism in many 
things. It is safe to say that, if this 
new wine of the Gospel had been 
allowed to flow full and free to the 
people in the market-place, the “re- 
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volt of the masses,” the violent up- 
heaval that threatens all Christen- 
dom today, might have been avoided. 
I would say that the excesses of Bol- 
shevistic communism can be traced 
to the fact that the masses of the com- 
mon people were allowed merely to 
taste—and that too belatedly—the 
new wine of the freedom of the Gos- 
pel. In Roman Catholic countries 
especially—also in Eastern Orthodox 
Catholic countries such as Russia— 
that taste was obtained from the nar- 
row bottles of corrupt ecclesiasticism. 

As to whether Luther’s freeing of 
political, social and economic life 
from ecclesiastical control was all that 
was to be desired, the author of Road 
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to Reformation is correct in saying 
that, “not even those who consider a 
new cultural ‘synthesis’ possible or de- 
sirable will wish that it had not oc- 
curred, for on one point there can 
scarcely be difference of opinion to- 
day: the synthesis which the Middle 
Ages achieved by submission to the 
external authority of the Church is 
not compatible with the modern con- 
ception of culture.” 

There remains for us in this cen- 
tury of wildly drifting humanity the 
task of carrying to completeness the 
work of spiritual revival started by 
Martin Luther. 


THE LIVING LUTHER < < nem and 
significant biography for thinking Protestants 


ROAD 10 REFORMATIO 


Translated by John W. Doberstein and Theodore G. Tappert 
(Reviewed in this issue of THe ConverTep CATHOLIC MAGAZINB) 


by 
Heinrich Boehmer 


Ideally timed to meet the new and vast interest that is being 
centered on Luther. Translated into English for the first time, 
ROAD TO REFORMATION thrills the reader with its forth- 
; right and dramatic account of Luther’s boyhood, young man- 
hood, monkhood, priesthood and ultimate role as a reformer. 
Filled with heretofore unrevealed facts which affected his reli- 
gious, political and social philosophies. Christian Century says, 
“The book has the movement and drama of a historical motion 
picture. Its scenes are absolutely authentic.” Christian Herald 
says, “A brilliant and accurate translation of Boehmer’s virile 


and significant biography. 
448 PAGES, Price, $ 4 


Order At Your Religious Bookstore or 


MUHLENBERG PRESS 


1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
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GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY — IN REVERSE 


AS PART of the anti-Protestant campaign of the Catholic Church in Mexico, the people 
are given posters to display on the doors of their homes. Below are reproductions of two 
such placards in our possession: 


SOMOS CATOLICOS 


y nuestro hogar, consagrado a 


Santa Maria de Guadalupe, 
no permite ser profanado con 


propaganda PROTESTANTE. 





This poster says: “We are Catholics and our home is consecrated to Holy Mary of Guadalupe. 
We will not permit it to be profaned by Protestant propaganda.” 


ESTE HOGAR ES CATOLICO 













Kechazamos la 
Propaganda Protestante 


Fije esteen la puerta de su casa- 


This one says: “This is a Catholic home. We reject Protestant Propaganda. (Affix this 
to the door of your house).” : 


XU 
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FORMER NUN BECOMES 
LUTHERAN 


HE FOLLOWING, from the July, 

1946, issue of the Lutheran Journal 
of Minneapolis, Minn., is of interest 
and deserves wide publicity : 


‘*An unusual ceremony was held fol- 
lowing the service on a recent Sun- 
day at Immanuel Church, Arpin, 
Wis., when Mary Leola, the wife of 
Lester Wellnitz, took her vows be- 
fore the altar and declared her ac- 
eeptance of the doctrines of the Bible 
as taught and professed by the Luth- 
eran Church. 


The singularity of the occasion lay 
in the fact that Mrs. Wellnitz, prior 
to her marriage, had been a nun of 
the Catholic Church, having attend- 
ed the Convent of the Sisters of the 
Precious Blood at Dayton, Ohio, and 
having taught in a parochial school 
in San Luis Rey, Calif. 

Her decision to relinquish her po- 
sition in the Catholic Church was 
the result of her failure to find true 
peace of soul in its doctrines. She 
became interested in ihe teachings of 
Lutheranism after meeting and mar- 
rying Mr. Wellnitz, a member of the 
Arpin congregation who was serving 
in the armed forces at the time. 

In preparation for confirmation, 
Mrs. Wellnitz, under the direction of 
the Rev. W. C. Hagebusch, pastor 
of Immanuel Church, studied Dr. 
Engelder’s course in Christian dog- 
matics and the Concordia Triglotta, 
the book containing the confessions 
of the Lutheran Church in three lan- 
guages—Latin, German and Eng- 
lish.’” 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL A 
SAMPLE COPY OF THE CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
TO TEN OF YOUR FRIENDS 
AND ACQUAINTANCES. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


"TICKLED" 
M®28TIN LUTHER, as happened 
once to Mark Twain, woke up 
one morning to find himself reported 
dead. Mark Twain’s reaction was to 
immediately wire his friends: “Re- 
ports of my death grossly exagger- 
ated!” Luther read of his death in a 
letter from the Italian Ambassador to 
the King of France, which stated that 
he had died immediately after beg- 
ging for, and receiving, “the Holy 
Sacrament of the Body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” It also stated that, 
after Luther was dead, the commun- 
ion wafer came out of his body and 
floated in the air, and that, after he 
was buried, his grave was opened and 
his corpse was found to have disap- 
peared; “but such a sulphuric stench 
arose that all who were standing 
around the grave turned sick.” 
To this, Luther appended the fol- 
lowing comment: 
“I, Martinus Luther, D., do by 
these indentures acknowledge and 
testify that I have received this 
angry fiction concerning my death 
on the twenty-first day of March, 
and that I have read it with con- 
siderable pleasure and joy, except 
the blasphemous portion of the doc- 
ument in which this lie is attributed 
to the exalted Majesty of God. 
Otherwise I felt quite tickled on 
my knee-cap and under my left 
heel at this evidence how cordially 
the devil and his ministers, the 
Pope and the papists, hate me. 
May God turn them from the 
devil!” 


CHRISTIAN YOUNG WOMEN 


Positions available in Bible Conference open 


all year; office workers, waitresses, nurses, 
musicians, etc. Radio Broadcasts, Gospel Meet- 
ings and numerous activities. Salary with op- 
portunity for advancement. State all rti- 
culars. Address: P. O. BOX 75, IRVINGTON 11, 
NEW JERSEY. 
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FOLLOWING IN MARTIN LUTHER’S 
FOOTSTEPS 


THE STORIES OF TWO RECENTLY-CONVERTED PRIESTS 


WE are happy to publish herewith the very instructive record of why Father 

Andrew Sommese, a priest of the Augustinian order to which Luther also 
belonged, and Father John Zerhusen, a secular priest of the archdiocese of 
Baltimore, left the Roman Catholic priesthood and entered the ministry of the 
Lutheran Church. Both are to be congratulated for the frank, illuminative 
way in which they describe the contrast between the erroneous teachings of the 
Church of Rome in which they had been drilled, and the all-saving Evangelical 
teaching to which they were led by the Holy Spirit. Here are their stories, 
published with kind permission from “The Lutheran” of October 30, 1946 





(Copyright 1946, United Lutheran Publications) . 


ASTOR ANDREW SOMMESE is 

the son of Italian immigrants who 

came from Naples in 1900. He grew 
up in Brooklyn, N. Y. 


In September 1934 he became a 
postulant in the Order of St. Augus- 
tine. Two months later he was re- 
ceived as a one-year novice. After 
pronouncing temporary vows of pov- 
erty, chastity, and obedience he went, 
in 1935, to Villanova College. He 
received his bachelor’s degree in 1939 
and moved on to the Augustinian 
Seminary in Washington, D. C. In 
1942 he was ordained to the priest- 
hood. 


Instead of entering a parish after 
ordination he remained at the semin- 
ary to work on his master’s degree. 
During the summer he completed his 
thesis and in the fall submitted it for 
approval. 


“The time for vacation arrived,” he 
recalls. “But I was informed that 
mine would be postponed indefinitely. 
Puzzled, I began to ask myself what 
could be the reason.” ' 


Suddenly he remembered that his 
room had been entered several times 
during the past month. He also re- 
called that he could not locate some of 
his writings. He had supposed they 
were merely misplaced and had 
thought no more of it. Now he made 
a thorough search. The writings were 
gone. 


“T went to the Prior,” he says, “and 
told him that someone had taken some 
of my writings. To my surprise he 
said that he knew about it. He had 
them.” 


The ‘writings’ were Father Som- 
mese’s notebooks. In them he had 
jotted down reactions to instructors’ 
lectures. On one side of a page he 
would write what the teacher said. On 
the other he would scribble what he 
thought. 


“At first I hesitated to write my crit- 
icisms. I wondered if I were sinning. 
But after I was ordained I took more 
liberties. Some matters were not 
clearly defined by the Church. About 


Xt 
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these I could jot down errors in think- 
ing which I observed. 

“I did not think anyone would read 
them. No one would have the audac- 
ity to take them.” 

But someone did. He was the head 
of the seminary. And he did not hesi- 
tate to attack their contents. 

“He said that in my writings I had 
claimed that Jesus Christ is the 
‘Rock.’ This, he explained, was a 
rejection of the primacy of Peter. In 
consequence, it rejected the supreme 
infallible authority of the pope. 

“IT had maintained that the Word 
of God alone was the rule of faith. 
He asserted that I was denying that 
the pope was the infallible teacher in 
matters of faith and morals. 

“T had noted that faith is trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and not assent 
of the mind and adherence of the will 
§ to what the Roman Church teaches. 
That one is saved by the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ through faith alone, 
he declared, was Protestant through 
and through. 

“T had stated that forgiveness comes 
directly from Jesus Christ. He said 
I was rejecting the judicial power of 
the Roman Church. This it possesses 
in what it calls the sacrament of 
penance. 

“My claim that one could be sure 
' of salvation, he argued, was presumpt- 
uous and contradicted the ‘probability’ 
| teaching of Roman Catholics in this 
matter. 

“In stating that there was no con- 

usive scriptural proof for the doc- 
trine of purgatory I was, he argued, 
denying the existence of purgatory. 

“In holding that there are only two 
scriptural sacraments I was impugn- 
ing the well-defined Roman doctrine 
of seven sacraments. 
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“My belief that the sacrifice of 
Christ on Calvary was all-sufficient 
and that the unbloody ‘sacrifice’ of the 
Mass was superfluous, he protested 
as a denial of the efficacy of the Mass. 

“In my claim that the doctrine of 
transubstantiation was a philosophical 
concoction devoid of real validity I 
was, he shouted, guilty of sacrilege. 

“In maintaining belief in the uni- 
versal priesthood of believers I was, 
he said, denying that there is a differ- 
ence in kind between the ordinary 
Christian believer and the specially 
ordained priest. 

“In refusing to say prayers to the 
Virgin Mary in public devotion I 
was, he-claimed, exhibiting disbelief 
in her intercessory power. 

“In noting that the authority of 
rulers comes from the common con- 
sent of the people I was contradicting 
the Roman Catholic teaching that it 
is a right by divine appointment. 


ANDREW SOMMESE 
Former Priest Now Lutheran Pastor 
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“My idea that the church should 
be separated from the state and the 
state from the church, he said, was 
condemned by Roman Catholics. 

“In claiming that the pope shows 
himself to be the enemy of Christ by 
usurping the place of Christ as head 
of the Church I was, he loudly ex- 
claimed, scoffing at religion.” 

Father Sommese listened to the 
elder man’s loud words. Then, quiet- 
ly and without indication of show- 
manship, he replied: “What I have 
written with my own hand I shall not 
deny.” He did not know how closely 
he was paraphrasing Luther’s state- 
ment at Worms. 

Neither did he know that the doc- 
trines he had noted were similar to 
those adhered to by the Reformer. He 
had heard the teachings of Protes- 
tants only when they were being con- 
demned in his classes. 

“After leaving the Prior’s office I 
began putting two and two together. 
I remembered that I had received no 
mail from my family for some time. 
It evidently had been censored. I 
also remembered statements made by 
my friends which had had no special 
significance to me before. They all 
fell into pattern now. 

“Then and there I decided that my 
break with the Roman priesthood 
would come that very day. I had 
come to the full realization that out- 
wardly professing what I inwardly 
disbelieved was hypocrisy.” 

Without baggage and without let- 
ting anyone know, he boarded the 
midnight train for New York. 

His homecoming was a strange one. 
Priests had preceded him and had 
tried to convince his parents that he 
was mentally ill. They had even 
argued that the family should put 
him in a hospital. ‘ 
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“The following morning,” Paste 
Sommese recalls, “a priest came fror 
the Provincial of the Augustiniar 
Order. With tears he pleaded witk 
me to return. He wanted me to se 
things through the ordinary ecclesi 
astical channels. He assured me th 
my wishes would be respected ani 
that no harm would come to me.” 

The young priest journeyed back te 
Washington. But, from the start, he 
met with opposition. Continually he 
was put on the defensive. 

The prior Provincial charged that 
he was an apostate for leaving with 
out permission. His unwillingness to 
admit guilt was sure proof of his 
heretical character. He charged that, 
by claiming innocence, he was show- 
ing himself either to be under the in- 
fluence of Satan or to be mentally 
unwell. 


“Since apparently I could not be 
said to be bedeviled,” Pastor Som- 
mese says, “the only conclusion was 
that I had lost the right use of my 
mind. As a result I was to be pitied 
and given hospitalization. I requested 
that I be secularized. I also asked 
for enough money to leave. They re- 
fused. Virtually I was a prisoner.” 


Through a friend he sent a letter 
to his sister. He asked that she come 
with help immediately. 

“After her arrival I told them I was 
leaving.” 

They replied that in allowing him 
to leave they were giving him a leave 
of absence. When he was in a better 
frame of mind they would expect to 
resume the discussion. 


“Consider it as you please,” he an- 
swered. “It makes no difference to 
me. Right here I sever all connection 
with you.” 
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Immediately the young priest turn- 
ed to the Lutheran Church. To him 
Luther was the chief exponent of 
Protestantism. He wanted to follow 

» champion. 

He made contact with President 
Abdel R. Wentz, of Gettysburg Sem- 
inary. Under this man’s guidance he 
decided to enter the Lutheran minis- 
try. The Board of American Missions 
gave him a scholarship and after a 
year at Philadelphia Seminary he was 
ordained as a Lutheran pastor. His 
conscience was free at last. 

Pastor Sommese now heads an 
Italian mission in South Philadelphia. 
Most of his community is Roman 
Catholic. Two Augustinian churches 
are nearby. In them are priests with 
whom he attended school. 


* ¢ ¢ 


PASTOR ZERHUSEN’S 


experi- 

ences have been somewhat paral- 
lel to those of Pastor Sommese. He 
entered the Sulpician Seminary in 
Baltimore in 1928. Although he had 
received all his early training in par- 
ochial schools, he soon began examin- 
ing carefully the teachings of the 
Roman Church. 


“Strange how a pious person can 
develop a spirit of skepticism,” he 
says. “Yet that is what happened to 
me. Perhaps it was because we did 
not study any other viewpoint than 
the scholastic and Roman.” 


The student’s study of philosophy 
was a march through scholastic arch- 
ives. His theological study was a 
process of absorption. 


“When it was all done,” he says, 
“we had a book knowledge of Roman 
philosophy and theology. We lacked 
- insight whatsoever into any 
other.” 
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. JOHN ZERHUSEN 
Former Priest Now Lutheran Pastor 


His first professor in philosophy 
dismissed Kant with the wave of a 
hand, stating that Kant wrote phil- 
osophy only when he was full of beer. 


“By the time I began to study 
Christian apologetics I was wonder- 
ing whether all the claims of Rome 
were valid. We were permitted to 
ask questions, but once an answer had 
been given by a professor we endan- 
gered our whole reputation as ortho- 
dox if we expressed any doubt or dif- 
ference of opinion.” 


He counteracted his skepticism by 
assuring himself that the profes- 
sors were experienced men who had 
studied all viewpoints and found the 
others inadequate. He told himself 
that the Roman Church had marched 
through the centuries and weathered 
severe trials. It must be right! Still 
he could not put doubts out of his 
mind. 
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“The doctrine of justification caus- 
ed me difficulty,” he says. “I felt 
that man was totally depraved and 
corrupt. One of my friends pointed 
out that I was holding dangerous and 
heretical teaching. Since I was un- 
willing to repeat the Reformation, I 
put away my difference of opinion. 

“Yet some indications pointed to 
the fact that the doctrine of total de- 
pravity was buried in Roman theol- 
ogy. One afternoon, while teaching 
the background of the Reformation, a 
professor naively pointed to a verse 
in the Sequence of the Whitsunday 
Mass and exclaimed, “There it is, gen- 
tlemen. There you have expressed 
the doctrine of the total depravity of 
man.’ The verse was, ‘Without thy 
help nothing is in man, nothing is in- 
nocent.’” 

During his last year in seminary 
Mr. Zerhusen had time to read ex- 
tensively. Soon his intellectual curi- 
osity was noticed and reported to the 
rector. The man called him into his 
study and asked why he was spend- 
ing so much time reading. The stu- 
dent answered that he had a desire to 
get to the bottom of things. 

“Be careful,” the rector said with a 
wry smile, “lest you land at the bot- 
tom with a thud.” 

In May 1934 John Zerhusen was 
ordained in Baltimore Cathedral. The 
following month he was sent to St. 
Mary’s Church. There he stayed for 
10 years, all his church life centered 
around the sacraments and canon law. 

“Long before the day came for my 
departure from Romanism, I had de- 
parted inwardly,” he says. “I had 
lost faith in its system. I was really 
a Protestant while yet a Roman. 

“That is true of many Romanists. 
It takes a crisis for one born in the 
Roman Church to leave it.” . 
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His own crisis came when the arch- 
bishop informed him that he was to 
be moved. His liberal political ten- 
dencies, his fondness for music, and 
his love of social life were supposedly 
interfering with his work. 


“The archbishop gave me the im- 
pression that he did not care if I left. 
It was clear that I was in need of 
reformation. I felt that I was an em- 
barrassment to him and to the Roman 
Church. I sent my resignation to 
the chancellor. 


“T had turned from Rome and be- . 
gun to look more and more toward the 
Church of the Reformation. The 
more I studied, the more connections 
I found between Luther and early 
Christianity. It became impossible 
for me to look upon the Reformation 
as a revolt against the Church of 
Christ. The claim of the evangelical 
confessions, especially the Augsburg 
Confession, to represent an evangel- 
ical catholicism, had a firm founda- 
tion of truth. 


“The Latin type of Christianity ap- 
peared to be a sidetrack in the history 
of the Church. It was of tremendous 
importance and influence, but still it 
was only a sidetrack. The proud 
claim of Roman theology to be the 
continuous, pure, infallible Christian 
doctrine cannot be substantiated.” 


Through the help of a Lutheran in 
Washington, Father Zerhusen entered 
Chicago Seminary. While there he 
visited over 20 Lutheran congrega- 
tions throughout the Middle West. 
He found the Christian Church out- 
side the Roman fold very much alive. 


“I like to quote the words of 
Irenaeus,” he concluded. “ ‘Where the 
Church is, there is the Spirit of God, 
and where the Spirit of God is, there 
is the Church and every grace.” 
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JOSE VEGA 


Former Roman Catholic priest, now a min- 
ister of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
Mexico and assistant to the Dean of the 
Cathedral of San Jose de Gracia in Mexico 
City. 

Mr. Vega was born in the State of Guana- 
juato on May 2, 1911. At the age of nine 
he was sent to a seminary in Spain to pre- 
pare for the Roman Catholic priesthood. At 
the age of 16 he took his religious vows and 
returned to Mexico in 1931 where he re- 
ceived minor orders from Archbishop Mar- 
tinez of Mexico City in 1934. He was or- 
dained a priest in the same year by the 
Bishop of San Luis Potosi. In 1942 he was 
appointed director of the seminary of his 
order and rector of an important church in 
the city of Toluca. 

He resigned from the priesthood in Feb- 
tuary 1943 and was received into the Epis- 
copal Church in 1945. He has now set him- 
self to the work of preaching the Gospel to 
the Roman Catholic people of his native 
Mexico, and to prove to them, as he says, 
“that membership in the Roman Catholic 
Church is not necessary in order to be a 
member of the universal Church of Christ.” 


@ Send sample copies of our magazine 
to your friends. We will mail them for 
you — 10 for $1.00 
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REFORMATION IN LATIN AMERICA 


By WALTER M. MONTANO 


Dr. Walter M. Montano is a former priest, now an Evangelical missionary in South 


America. 
Who Lived Again.” 


HISTORY of the United 

States is one of heroism. Those 
who built this nation brought great- 
ness out of nothing, the secret being 
that they built its culture on the 
teachings of the Bible as reasserted 
by Martin Luther. One of the most 
able of South American Presidents, 
while on a visit to the United States, 
asked Roger Babson the following 
question: “South America is older 
than the United States. We have 
richer mines, older cities, deeper 


rivers, bigger forests and higher peaks. 
Yet, spiritually speaking, we are very 
backward in comparison with the 
United States. Can you tell me the 
reason for this?” 


Before Babson could answer, the 
President himself replied: “I know 
why. This is the secret—those who 
came to colonize North America came 
primarily seeking after God; those 
who came to conquer South America 
came seeking after gold. That is the 
difference.” 


Latin America has never received 
the spirit of the Reformation. Its 
doors have been closed for centuries 
to Protestant Christianity. John 
Gunther in his book Inside Latin 
America, points out this fact, when he 
says that: “Latin America was, it 
happened, colonized by two coun- 
tries, Spain and Portugal, that never 
experienced the Reformation.” 


Our governments and statesmen are 


The story of his conversion is admirably set forth in the book, “The Monk 


working hard to establish good re- 


lationships between North and South § 


America. We have military, eco- 
nomic, political and cultural missions. 
The “Good Neighbor Policy” looks 
good in appearance. Representatives 
from the motion picture industry 
have gone to Latin America as “good 
will ambassadors,” but have created 
much resentment and distrust. Movies 
that the United States exports are 
mostly filled with sensational propa- 
ganda, with stories of divorce and 
juvenile delinquency. They are bad 
substitutes for good neighborliness, 
and do not represent or interpret the 
genuine heritage of this country. 

One day I was having a conference 
with Dr. Raul Pinto, one of the most 
able Senators of Peru, and our dis- 
cussion turned to the case of a pris- 
oner, Hilario Rodriguez by name, who 
had committed murder. At the time 
when Rodriguez fell into the hands 
of the authorities, Dr. Pinto was the 
highest judge of the City of Chiclayo, 


Peru, and he sentenced Rodriguez to § 


twenty years’ imprisonment. 

Here is what he told me: “The 
Protestants managed to get him some 
of their literature, and as a result 
Rodriguez was gradually changed into 
a man of most peaceful character. 
But we weren’t sure and the wardens 
kept watch to discover if the change 
was genuine. They thought he was 
trying to get their favor and manage 
to escape. Finally, after tong investi- 
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gation we were convinced that with 
Rodriguez it was a matter of a real 

ange of life. That Protestant lit- 
brature had enough power to make 
that change. The authorities were 
there to exercise discipline, but he did 
not need any.” 


“For my own satisfaction,” the 
Senator continued, “I brought the 
| prisoner to my Office. Although it is 
not easy for a man of my type to be 
convinced, it was not mere words but 
an example of a life that finally open- 
ed my eyes. I now admit that the 
truth of Christianity can deliver a 
man. Rodriguez is now a saint.” 

Rodriguez was converted by the 
Gospel literature that we sent to him. 
In one of his last letters, just before 
I left Peru, he said: “J am praying 
that God will not let me go free from 
his place. Behind the prison bars He 

as given me this great commission 
of winning souls amongst my fellow 
» prisoners. Over thirty prisoners have 
» accepted the Word of God and I am 
having weekly services here as long as 
the police authorities allow me.” 


THE AMBASSADORS OF GOOD WILL 


In order to help the spread of the 
Gospel message in Latin America by 
means of the printed word in Spanish, 
we have established the “Ambassa- 
dors of Good Will, Publishers.” (4529 
Greenmeadow Road, Long Beach 8, 


to § Calif.) We feel that God has called 


us definitely to this great task in the 
most unusual way, and God’s hands 
are already manifested in the accom- 
plishments of this commission. A 
w weeks after it was organized, 
00,000 copies of Gospel literature 
were published, and in a matter of 
four months 20,500 copies were sold. 
To contact personally the needs 
and the problems of the people of 
Latin America, we sent as our repre- 
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WALTER M. MONTANO 


Former Priest 
Now South Ame-ican Missionary 


sentatives Mr. and Mrs. J. Karl 
Williams, who covered a great deal 
of Latin-American territory. They 
went by: plane, from California to 
Mexico and around Central and 
South America, to the Indian com- 
munities and to the big cities. They 
stayed with the learned and the un- 
learned. They did not go as the 
ordinary tourist, seeking a few weeks 
of pleasure, but with the message and 
the authority of the “Ambassadors of 
Good Will.” Their message was the 
truth: “That they might know Thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
Whom Thou hast sent”—John 17: 3. 


They returned with their souls on 
fire and hearts burning with the de- 
sire to satisfy the people’s needs. 
They brought us also the message 
from the Latin-American people who 
in their hunger for bread, the Bread 
of Life, are crying: “Come over and 
help us.” From every part, national 
workers, missionaries, laymen, be- 
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lievers, and even unbelievers are 
pleading for good literature. 


UNIQUENESS OF OUR TASK 

Three distinctive characteristics 
make this organization unique of its 
kind: first, method of production; 
second, widest possible circulation; 
and third, lowest possible cost. In 
the matter of production, 25,000 
copies is the smallest number of each 
book published. In regard to cir- 
culation, we are aware that books 
published and kept on book shelves 
will not do any good, but with the 
cooperation of pastors and mission- 
aries, as well as believers, the books 
go into the hands of the people and 
are read. Our missionary colporters, 
therefore, place themselves at the ser- 
vice of the evangelical workers in the 
field. On the other hand, they are 
the explorers and pioneers in break- 
ing ground through the printed word. 
When this is done, the missionary 
finds it easier to follow, and con- 
tinues with the work of planting the 
Gospel seed in the hearts of the peo- 
ple. In the third place, we are essen- 
tially a missionary enterprise. Our 
investment is in souls; our aim is the 
salvation of the lost and the edifica- 
tion of believers; our ambition the 
glory of the Lord. 

We are convinced that the Chris- 
tian Church will become strong only 
when it is native or indigenous. The 
foundation is solid as soon as the full 
responsibility of the work falls into 
the hands of the people of each coun- 
try. The Latin-American people in 
the end must be evangelized by Lat- 
ins. In this work we are but the ser- 
vants of the Brethren in different 
countries who have the ability to 
produce but lack the means to attain 
their aim. 
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A committee composed of evangel- 
ical leaders is organized in every 
country. We act upon their sugge 
tions as to the kind of literature the 
need for general purposes or particy 
lar cases. We do not forget that ip 
centive is the need to promote great 
things. For this reason the ““Ambassa- 
dors of Good Will” is interested ip 
having Latin writers. To that en 
periodical contests are presented in 
the various Latin-American ‘ field 
with prizes up to $250 for the bes 
manuscript on subjects of salvation. 

We thank God for the men wh 
constitute the organization. They 
have the vision and the courag 
to go on with it. They have th 


Christians who believe that this is 

still the day of missions and winning 
souls to join hands with them to ful 
fill God’s great commission through 
Gospel literature: “Go ye therefor, 
and teach all nations”—Matt. 28: 19} 


*‘ECCLESIA PLANTANDA’, a Lue 
theran magazine, in its issue of last 
the 


were former Roman Catholics. 


TRI-STATE REST HOME 


(Near Port Jervis, New York) 


Restful Christian surroundings + Open 
all year + Beautifully situated + 3% 
acres high and dry + On the scenic 
Delaware River 7 An ideal vacation 
summer or winter + Wonderful meals + | 
Permanent guests accepted 7 Special at- 
tion to the elderly and convalescents 
y Nurse in attendance + Reasonable 
rates + Send for free illustrated folder. | 


Elmo L. Bateman, Director 
Irvington 11 New Jersey 
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MAY CATHOLICS ATTEND 
PROTESTANT CHURCH? 


ANY of our readers ask what is 

the law of the Roman Catholic 
Church concerning the attendance of 
Catholics at Protestant services. Here 
is the official answer as published in 
the Catholic ‘Register’ of last October 
13: 


The Law Says... 


The Code of Canon Law has this to say 
about: 


PARTICIPATION OF CATHOLICS IN 
NON-CATHOLIC WORSHIP 


It is unlawful for the faithful to 
assist in any active manner, or to 
take part in the sacred services of 
non-Catholics. At funerals of non- 
Catholics, at their marriages, and 
similar solemnities, provided there 
is no danger of perversion or scan- 
dal, passive or merely material pres- 
ence on account of a civil office or 
for the purpose of showing respect 
to a person may be tolerated for a 
grave reason, which in doubtful 
cases must be approved by the 
Bishop (Canon 1258). 


The teaching of the Church in regard to 
participation of her members in non-Catholic 
worship is not dictated by intolerance or 
bigotry. It flows from the consciousness that 
the Catholic Church is the true Church and 
that all others are necessarily false; that the 
Catholic form of worship is the divinely 
directed manner of paying public adoration 
and homage to God and that all other forms 
of worship are wrong, although they may be 
dictated by an honest desire to adore God 
in a manner pleasing to Him. 

The Church, however, recognizes that 
charity may sometimes demand that Catholics 
attend non-Catholic services held for their 
friends and neighbors. The law provides, 
therefore, that Catholics may be passive spec- 
tators at marriages and funerals, provided 
there is no danger of scandal and their 
Presence at such functions is not understood 
as a tacit approval of the non-Catholic form 
of worship. “Passive” attendance is that in 
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which there is no participation in the pray- 
ers, singing, or other forms of religious prac- 
tice. 

A Catholic may not donate money to- 
ward the building of a heretical sect, al- 
though he may contribute to the purely 
charitable work of that organization. Cath- 
olic workmen may devote their labors to the 
erection of a non-Catholic church edifice, 
but not gratis. Visiting a non-Catholic 
church as a sightseer is permitted, but par- 
ticipation in non-Catholic prayers is forbid- 
den. Catholics may not be sponsors at the 
Baptism or Confirmation of non-Catholic 
children, but may be selected as best man or 
bridesmaid at a non-Catholic wedding, as 
this is usually considered in the U. S. as 
merely a mark of friendship, and not as 
officially witnessing the marriage contract. 

—wW. J. Canavan, J.C.D. 


THE SHADOW BEHIND PERON 


Democratic Argentines are particularly 
alarmed at Peron’s Nazi 5-year plan to com- 
bat communism drafted by the Spaniard 
Jose Figuerola, who was accused in the U. S. 
‘Blue Book’ as a Fascist agent. Heinrich 
Doerge, former head of Hitler’s Reichbank 
of Industry, drafted Peron’s new banking 
and economic laws for Argentina. 

(N. Y. Times, Nov. 29, 1946) 
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THE PASSING SHOW 


@THIRTY-THREE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PRIESTS in Venezuela have broken with the 
Church of Rome and organized the Ven- 
ezuelian Catholic Apostolic Church. Accord- 
ing to an account of this movement in the 
daily newspaper El Luchador of last Novem- 
ber 3, published in Ciudad Bolivar, Vene- 
zuela, these priests demand among other 
things the following: “marriage of priests 
who cannot preserve their chastity, elimina- 
tion of Latin from the liturgy and direct, 
secret election of bishops.” 


@CHIANG KAI-SHEK definitely “is not 
taking instructions in the Catholic religion.” 
This was admitted by the official NCWC 
news service in a statement published by the 
AP from Washington last January 10, after 
the NCWC had received a special cable from 
China’s Generalissimo that the rumors of 
his proposed entrance into the Catholic 
Church “are without foundation and have 
no basis in fact.” A similar denial was re- 
ceived in a telegram from Chiang by Dr. 
Frank W. Price, Presbyterian professor at 
Nanking Theological Seminary now on fur- 
lough in Richmond, Va. Both Chiang Kai- 
Shek and Madame Chiang are convinced 
Methodists. 


@MIXED MARRIAGES may now be per- 
formed in Roman Catholic churches of the 
diocese of Charleston, S. C., by special dis- 
pensation of the bishop. This is a deviation 
from canon law which prescribes that such 
marriages be performed privately in the 
priest’s house, not in the church proper. 
Nuptial mass, however, will still not be 
allowed. 


@A RECENT LAW in Panama taxes all 
church property except that owned by 
Roman Catholics. In Colombia under its 
new conservative Catholic government the 
Colombian minister of education and the 
minister of education in every state are active 
Roman Catholics. In Peru under the liberal 
Apra party, on the other hand, conditions 
have improved for Protestants, in spite of 
the strength of the army and the priests. 
Persecution of Protestants in Brazil, how- 
ever, has been intensified. 
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@REV. NOEL PATRICK CONLON, 
a Roman Catholic priest, was received 
into the Protestant Episcopal Church by 
the Bishop of Albany, N. Y., last No- 
vember 26. Mr. Conlon was formerly 
a member of the Order of Friars Minor 
(Franciscans) and a member of the 
faculty of St. Bonaventure College. 
While preparing for the ministry of the 
Episcopal Church, Mr. Conlon served 
as assistant at St. James Chapel, Lake 
Delaware, and will continue there for 
some time. 


@CATHOLIC PEOPLE who visit the 
shrine of Mother Cabrini in the chapel of 
Mother Cabrini High School in New York 
foolishly believe that they see her real body 
miraculously preserved incorrupt behind the 
glass window under the altar. They kneel 
and pray before it and have rosary beads 
and other religious objects touch the ‘body.’ 
What is there is merely a wax model of 
her body built up on her bones taken from 
the grave. 


@THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY is 
planning to have one million Bibles printed 
in German for distribution to the people and 
churches in Germany. 


@WELCOMING Premier de Gasperi to St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York last Jan- 
uary 12, Msgr. Joseph Flannelly declared: 
“Some 1,900 years ago the Mediterranean 
became a Christian sea. The kind, peaceful 
hand of Italy has contributed much to main- 
tain it so. For the preservation of our Chris- 
tian civilization that sea must never be ted- 
dened by the brutal, death-dealing clenched 
fist of atheistic communism.” Every true 
Christian will agree, but must ask why the 
Pope allied himself with Mussolini who ac- 


tually did “redden the Mediterranean” with / 


the lifeblood of thousands of innocent vic- 
tims of his Fascist aggressions. 


@ARCHBISHOP MARTINEZ of Mexico 
City recently called upon the people of all 
lands which were Mexican territory in the 
18th century to take the “oath of Patronage” 
to the Virgin of Guadalupe on January 12, 
the 200th anniversary of the dedication of 
all Latin-American countries to the Virgin 
Mary. This would include all the South 
western United States south of the Arkansas 
River and all of California. 





| => 


orfmo? A 


=== ew O90 GO 0 ~~ =O fb A 


ee ee ee a 


Sekar ee 


BR. 


is 
ed 
nd 


PESRKRARABSSEPERRS S 


SFeehiFes 


March, 1947 


@PUBLIC as well as Catholic parochial 
schools in Somerville, Mass., closed last De- 
cember 2 out of respect for the death of 
Louis K. Kelleher, Auxiliary Roman Cath- 
olic Bishop of Boston. 


@LAST DECEMBER 5 was the thirteenth 
anniversary of the repeal of prohibition, an 
experiment that lasted thirteen years before 
it was abandoned in 1933. Since then the 
U. S. has consumed more than 1,800,000,000 
gallons of liquor, more than 1,000,000,000 
gallons of wine and over 21,700,000,000 
gallons of beer. The cost of this huge drink 
bill was $60,000,000,000, according to the 
N. Y. Times of last December 6, which re- 
ported these figures in a dispatch from Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


@THE NATIONAL UNION OF PRO. 
TESTANTS in England again protested 
vigorously against Dr. A. Clifford Martin, 
Anglican Bishop of Liverpool, when he was 
to deliver a sermon in St. John the Baptist 
Church, Liverpool, last December 29. The 
protest was against the celebration of the 
Roman Catholic “mass,” which was abol- 
ished by law in the Anglican Church in 
1552. The Bishop was shouted down and 
unable to deliver his sermon. 


@PORTUGAL’S United Democratic Union 
succeeded last December 1 in hclding the 
first political opposition meeting to Sala- 
zar’s Fascist regime since 1935. Demanded 
were: Restoration of constitutional rights 
such as freedom of assembly and uncen- 
sored domestic mail; amnesty for political 
prisoners; authorization to establish new 
newspapers and political parties; a new 
electoral law. Among the speakers were 
Mario Azevedo Gomes and Bento Jesus 
Caraco, two university professors who were 
recently ousted from their teaching positions 
because of their democratic views. 


A UP dispatch from Dublin, Eire, of last 
November 26, reported that cries of “Up 
with Franco” and “Down with the Jews” 
were shouted the night before by a group of 
men who tried to break up a meeting spon- 
sored by the Irish-Soviet Friendship Society 
at the Mansion House. During a speech by 
Dr. Hewlett Johnson, Dean of Canterbury, 
swastika flags were thrown from the bal- 
conies. 
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@ELEVEN of the twelve ‘apostles’ who took 
part in the famous Passion Play at the Ger- 
man Catholic village of Oberammergau are 
being ‘denazified.’ Only ‘Judas Iscariot,’ 
(Hanz Zwink) was not a Nazi. The pro- 
ducer and director, Georg Lang, is being 
held in a detention camp in Garmisch “for 
having been active in the Goebbels propa- 
ganda machine,” according to an article in 
the ‘Christian Century’ of last November 4. 
Nazism was rampant in Oberammergau, ac- 
cording to this first-hand account, and from 
being known as “the holy place,” and a 
world-wide symbol of Christianity, degen- 
erated so badly that it is now known as “the 
sinful village.” 


@OF FRANCO SPAIN’S 1,321 publica- 
tions, 455 (34%) are religious (Roman 
Catholic) magazines and newspapers, ac- 
cording to the Catholic ‘Register’ of last Jan- 
uary 12. No Protestant or other religious 
publications are allowed. 


@BAPTIST LEADER Herbert D. Clark, 
president of the Northern Baptist conven- 
tion in 1937, has donated $2,500 for the 
renovation of the Roman Catholic Church 
of Notre Dame in North Adams, Mass., 
according to the Catholic ‘Register’ of last 
January 5. 


@A PAPAL NUNCIO to Canada may soon 
be appointed by the Vatican. The present 
‘Apostolic Delegate,’ Archbishop Anton- 
iutti, who serves in a non-diplomatic char- 
acter, may be named and would thus be- 
come ‘dean’ of the entire diplomati¢ corps 
in Ottawa. In return, Canada would be 
expected to send an ambassador to the 
Vatican. 


@DE VALERA’S Eire Government has ap- 
pointed John A. Belton as its new ambassa- 
dor to Spain, according to a N. Y. Times’ 
dispatch from Dublin last December 15. 
This was announced at the very time when 
the U.N. voted for withdrawal from Franco 
Spain of all foreign ambassadors. The 
Times’ dispatch mentions that this does not 
indicate that Eire’s Government or people 
favor totalitarian regimes, but is due to the 
desire “to retain the link between the two 
predominantly Catholic nations.” 
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A PROTEST by the Ministers’ Union of JOSEPH— TYPE OF CHRIST 


Philadelphia and Vicinity ayainst yielding 
to the demand of the Catholic Church that 
the U. S. Government should intervene on 
behalf of Archbishop Stepinac in Yugo- 
slavia was made to President Truman, the 
State Department and the Federal Council 
of Churches last December 10. Terming the 
affair “exclusively the business of Yugo- 
slavia and the Roman Catholic Church,” 
according to the Phila. Evening Bulletin of 
that date, the resolution stressed that such 
intervention “would establish a precedent 
that would undermine the historical Amer- 
ican principle of separation of Church and 
State.” 


@YUGOSLAVS are a happy and contented 
people, and there is no restriction on free- 
dom of religious worship under Marshal 
Tito’s regime, according to Zlatko Balokovic, 
president of the American Committee for 
Yugoslav Relief and vice-president of the 
American-Slay Congress, in an interview to 
the press after his return last December 23 
from a two-month tour of his native country. 
As reported in the N. Y. Times of Decem- 
ber 24, M. Balokovic admitted that a large 
number of clergymen had been executed as 
enemies of the State and declared: “There 
can't be a different law for clergymen or 
others. All are equal before the law. The 
church has been separated from the state 
exactly as in America. I have found out 
that only those churchmen were prosecuted 
who were guilty of acts of collaboration with 
the enemy.” 


@THE CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS 
have 1,100 posts in the U. S. with more 
than 400,000 members, according to the 
Houston (Texas) ‘Post’ of last December 3. 
This column in our December issue quoted 
from another source that the number of 
posts was only 740. 


@THE TEN COMMANDMENTS were 
criticized as too negative and “pedagogically 
unsound” by Father John T. Shugrue at the 
conference of the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine in Boston last October 28. “Eight 
of the Ten Commandments begin with a 
negative,” he declared, “and it is never wise 
to teach a principle by negating its oppo- 
site.” 


Gen. 37:3 
By: John J. Kelley 


OSEPH was dwelling with 

father at Hebron. He was greatly 
beloved of his father, who made him 
a coat of many colors. He was sent 
by his father to seek his brethren. He 
was despised and rejected by his 
brethren. He was cast into a pit—a 
type of death; and was received up 
again—a type of resurrection. He 
was sold by his brethren for a few 
pieces of silver. He was taken from 
prison and judgment. He was ele 
vated to the right hand of Pharaoh 
and given a Gentile bride. He became 
the saviour of his brethren, and they 
finally looked upon him whom they 
had wounded. 

This is a prophetic picture of the 
life, ministry, death, burial, resurrec- 
tion, ascension and second coming of 
Christ. It is also the assurance that 
He will be revealed to Israel as their 
Joseph. 


“PROTESTANTISM will never grow 
weak because of anything that goes on 
in the realm of science, politics or hier- 
archical tyranny. Its weakness will ever 
arise from the loss of reverence and re 
spect for the divine Word within the 
individual.” 

—Carl W. Berner, Lutheran pastor, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


EX-PRIEST FUND 

Our assistance to ex-priests is limited to 
the contributions sent by our friends for 
this purpose—to employ them in our 


office, to pay their way in Bible School, / 


to help them in sickness, or to tide them 
over till they find their way in other 
walks of life. Our fund for this pur- 
pose is at present almost exhausted. We 
solicit your help in this worthy cause. 


M: 


— 
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SPANISH PROTESTANTS APPEAL FOR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


NEWARK (N. J.) News of 
last December 21 published a 
summary of the text of a pitiful ap- 
peal of a group of Protestant pastors 
in Spain begging their fellow-Protes- 
tants all over the world to help them 
get freedom to print Bibles and tracts, 
open religious schools and to marry 
legally. The report was contained in 
an AP dispatch datelined from Ma- 
drid by Carl Hartman and stated that 
“those responsible for the appeal 
asked that their names be concealed 
and that publication of the appeal 
itself, withheld since it was signed on 
September 4 (1946), be limited to 
portions of the text.” 


The appeal declares that Protes- 
fants do not have in Spain: 


1, Exemption for their children from 
Catholic teaching in the public schools or 
freedom to start Protestant schools; 

2. The right to print Protestant literature 
including hymnbooks, “since the law re- 
quires the Roman Catholic ‘imprimatur’ as a 
prerequisite to approval by the government 
censorship, a thing naturally impossible to 
obtain”; 

3. The right as converts to be married by 
civil ceremony. Spanish law requires that 
anyone baptized a Catholic, even in infancy, 
must be married by a priest; 

4. Equal rights to government’ jobs, re- 
spect for their faith in the conscript army, 
hospitals or asylums, or the right to hold 
Protestant ceremonies at burials in civil 
cemeteries, or assurance of a “decent place 
of burial” in towns which lack civil ceme- 
teries; 

5. Freedom to do missionary work. 


The message says that three re- 
quests for these rights have been made 
to Generalissimo Francisco Franco in 
the seven years since he came to 
power, but that no “official answer” 
ever has been received. It asks Protes- 


tants abroad to see what they can do 
to get action from Franco. 

The appeal concludes with the as- 
surance that Spanish Protestants love 
their country, but need outside help 
to eliminate the “greatest obstacle to 
its development.” 

Practically non-existent in Spain 
since the 16th century, Protestant 
activity revived under the Republic of 
1873 and the Liberal Monarchy that 
followed. The appeal says Protes- 
tantism carried on “most of the time 
under precarious tolerance, full of 
difficulties and even scurrilous criti- 
cism, but never so restricted—if it 
may even be called alive—as since 
the triumph of General Franco, which 
has been considered the triumph of 
the Roman Catholic Church.” 

The difficulties were somewhat 
lightened, the appeal adds, by the 
issuance on July 18, 1945, of a “Bill 
of Rights” recognizing the “private” 
exercise of religious freedom. 

“This word is always a Sword of 
Damocles hanging over our heads,” 
these persecuted Protestants declare. 

“Today we have something more 
than strictly private services in quite 
a few places, but this is pure kindness 
or if you will, carelessness of the au- 
thorities, who tomorrow may insist 
on the word ‘private’.” 

They complain bitterly of the im- 
possibility of opening their schools, 
which operated freely under the re- 
public from 1931 to 1939. They also 
object to the prohibition, removed 
only during that period, of any out- 
side indication such as a cross or a 
signboard, that a building is used as 
a Protestant church. 
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Protestants publish some _ clan- 
destine literature including, they 
claim, an edition of the Protestant 
Bible bearing a date during the Re- 
public. They say some authorities 
have learned of these publications, 
but will not act to suppress them. 


Recently they have been concerned 
over a ruling of the Justice Ministry 
prohibiting judges from performing 
civil marriage for anyone who ever 
has been baptized a Catholic. Some 
judges had been willing to perform 
the ceremony if the baptized person 
submitted a sworn statement of his 
Protestant faith. Now they may re- 
fuse. 


REV. WILLIAM E. BURKE 
MR. BURKE, former priest for ten years 
in the diocese of Scranton, Pa., will become 
the Eastern field representative of Christ’s 


Mission beginning April 1. This is the ful- 
fillment of a long-cherished hope, and we 
are praying that the Lord may enable us 
to thrust forth many more laborers into the 
field. 

Mr. Burke plans to call on our friends 
and assist them with their problems. 
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ANSWERS 


By JOSEPH ZACCHELLO 


ACH MONTH, Mz. Zacchello, 
former priest, answers objection 
made by Roman Catholics against t. 
beliefs of Evangelical Christians 
Scripture quotes are from the offici 
Catholic version of the New Testa 
ment. 


This month his answers concern: 
INDULGENCES 
ROMAN CATHOLICS SAY: 


An indulgence is a remission of the 
whole (‘plenary’) or part (‘partial’) 
of the temporal punishment due 
forgiven sin, granted by the pope and 
the bishops out of the church’s spirit 
ual treasuries. These treasuries ar 
the accumulations of the spiritud 
goods arising from the infinite merits 
and satisfactions of Jesus Christ 
along with the superabundant merits 
and satisfactions of Mary, of the holy 
martyrs, and of the other saints. An 
indulgence is more than mere remis 
sion of canonical works of penance, 
for it really remits all or part of the 
punishment for sin, either here or in 
purgatory. ‘ 

Roman Catholics try to explain the 
doctrine of indulgences as follows: 

There are mortal and venial sins. 

Two kinds of punishment are due 
to mortal sins: eternal and temporal, 
One kind of punishment is due to 
venial sins: temporal. Eternal pun 
ishment (hell) is cancelled by the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confession, 
and Extreme Unction, or by an act of 
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perfect contrition with promise of 
confession. Temporal punishment of 
both mortal and venial sins is not 
cancelled by these three sacraments, 
but by good works and indulgences 
in this life or by the fire of purgatory 
after death. 

Good works, they say, are meritor- 
ious, i.e., they deserve to be rewarded 
by God; impetratory, i.e., they claim, 
solicit, continue and increase God’s 
grace, satisfactory, i.e., they are capa- 
ble of atoning for the punishment due 
to sin; supererogatory, i.e., they are 
not needed by the person perform- 
ing them and therefore they can be 
applied to others. 

All the merits due to the good 
works of Christ and Mary are super- 
erogatory (superabundant). Some 


of the merits due to the good works 
of the saints are also supererogatory. 
This superabundance is given to the 


Roman Catholic Church and called a 
celestial treasury, to be dispensed by 
the pope or bishops in the form of 
indulgences to Roman Catholics who 
perform some of the conditions im- 
posed; such as giving money for 
building churches, wearing of scapul- 
ars, etc. The pope or bishops received 
the power of granting indulgences 
from Christ, when He told Peter, 
“Whatsoever you shall bind, etc.” 
Matt. 18:18. 


ANSWER 


The celestial treasury of the Roman 
Catholic Church from which the pope 
and bishops draw for indulgences, is 
nowhere mentioned in the Bible, and 
Is against the fundamental teaching 
of the Scriptures. This celestial trea- 
sury consists, as Roman Catholics 
say, of the supererogatory merits of 
Christ, Mary and saints. Mary and 
the saints, when they were living, 
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could not gain merit for others, nor 
for themselves, since no good works 
are meritorious for the cause of our 
salvation. “We are all become as one 
unclean,” Isaiah 64: 6. 

The saints themselves admitted 
their sinfulness: Jacob (Gen. 32:10), 
Job (42:6), David (Ps. 51:3), Paul 
(1 Tim. 13), John (1 John 1:8). 
Luke clearly says that nobody can 
gain merit: “So you also, when you 
have done all these things that are 
commanded you, say: we are un- 
profitable servants; we have done 
that which we ought to do.” (Luke 
17: 10) Christ alone gained superer- 
ogatory (superabundant) merits, but 
his merits were not left in the guard- 
ianship of the pope or bishops of 
Rome; they are at the disposal of 
everybody and free. Rev. 23:17. 

Christ did not obtain forgiveness 
only of some sins or remission of some 
of the punishment due to our sins, 
but, His blood cleanses us from all sin 
(1 John 1: 7) and completely (1 
Peter 1: 19; Eph. 1:7), and not be- 
cause of our good works, but as a gift 
because of our faith in Him as our 
only and complete Saviour. Rom. 3: 
28; Eph. 2: 8; Titus 3: 5. Good works 
are not in any way the medium or 
cause of salvation, but are the result, 
the fruit and evidence thereof. 

The Roman Catholic Church has 
not and never had any “celestial trea- 
sury” to divide among its faithful. It 
has an earthly treasury, made up of 
the money of the widows, the or- 
phans, the poor, the working classes. 
The sale of indulgences still continues 
under new and deceiving forms; pur- 
gatorial societies, scapular societies, 
rosary societies, etc., which are new 
devices for selling indulgences and 
collecting money. Tetzel met a good 
and courageous Christian in Luther. 
But Catholic bishops and priests con- 
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tinue today to preach Tetzel’s un- 
Scriptural doctrine of indulgences, 
and there is no Martin Luther to op- 
pose and expose them. 


Mr. Zacchello, one of our staff of former 
Priests, is open for engagements as a 
speaker in the New York Metropolitan 
area. 
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@ST. PETER’S, the Pope’s church in Rome, 
had to be “reconsecrated” after a 24-year-old 
Roman “shot himself in the temple with a 
revolver as he stood near a_ confessional 
booth,” according to an AP report from 
Vatican City last January 13. The spilling 
of blood in a fully consecrated Roman Cath- 
olic church makes such reconsecration neces 
sary according to Roman canon law. 


MAKING PROTESTANT FILMS 


By Pau F. Hearp 


Executive Secretary Protestant Film Commission, Inc. 
(Courtesy, Religious News Service) 


EALIZING that the solution of the 

world’s problems lies in instilling 
Christian attitudes in human hearts, 
and that one of the most effective media 
for developing attitudes is the motion 
picture, the Protestant Film Commis- 
sion has set to work. Its purpose is to 
use a powerful medium to popularize 
the idea that Christian principles must 
be applied to everyday life, if we are 
to survive. 

During the war the film was used to 
train men to fight, to condition them 
psychologically and emotionally to kill. 
The same medium can be used to train 
men to live, to work together, and to 
inculeate those fundamental principles 
of Christianity which are basic to 
American democracy and world order. 

The first phase of the plans de- 
veloped by the Protestant Film Com- 
mission is to produce films of high 
technical and artistic quality for dis- 
tribution in 16 mm. size to churches, 
clubs and schools. These films will util- 
ize the techniques of the propaganda 
and the attitude-forming motion pic- 
tures which were developed by the 
armed forces during the war. Produ- 


cers will be selected from both the East 
and the West Coasts on the basis of 
their skill in particular kinds of tech- 
nique. 

Some of the films will promote the 
many phases of the churches’ special 
program. Other specialized films will 
be developed for use in the curriculum 
of Christian education. Still other films 
will show the application of Christian 
principles to pressing problems in many 
areas of life. 

Some of the first films to be pro 
duced by the Protestant Film Com- 
mission will undertake to build up 
Christian family life. They will dis 
close what there is about the family 
that is worthwhile, and they will sug- 
gest ways in which the worthwhile as- 
pects of family life may be preserved. 

We need desperately today a series 
of films on the elementary principles 
of psychology—how the mind works, 
the relation between the mind and the 
emotions, why we decide to do the 
things we do, and the role of the sub- 
conscious in motivation. Most of us do 
not adequately understand ourselves, 
and failing to understand we go through 
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life on the basis of an elaborate system 
of self-deception, talking one thing and, 
in large part, doing another. 

Of course, this is more than a matter 
of psychology. It is a problem of spir- 
itual honesty and character develop- 
ment. Through teaching films the com- 
mission proposes to present the points 
of view of both psychology and religi- 


The author examines a strip of 
religious film 


In the field of social ethics the com- 
mission has an unusual opportunity 
for the production of films to influ- 
ence behavior. The right solution must 
be made to appear more attractive 
and dramatic and exciting than the 
“wrong’’ one, and ‘‘goodness’’ thus 
dramatized and sold on its own merits. 
People can be shown in actual life sit- 
uations, facing their problems in a 
practical way and working out ethical 
solutions. 

Social and racial relations loom large 
among today’s prcblems. A Protestant 
film program devoted to human better- 
ment cannot be silent on these prob- 
lems. But it will do little good if we 
view with alarm or dramatize existing 
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conflicts. Almost as much harm would 
be done by suggesting a solution that 
is utopian, synthetic and pollyannish. 
Films in this area should be genuine 
attempts to minimize prejudices against 
other groups, races and cultures and 
the commission is expecting to develop 
such films. 

The field of democracy and citizen- 
ship offers another most important area 
for the production of Protestant films. 
In this cause Protestant Christianity 
has a tremendous concern, for the 
worth of the human personality is an 
idea basic to both Christianity and 
democracy. And, no matter how well- 
intentioned, few other agencies can 
undertake the production of films in 
this area without calling forth charges 
of propaganda. Here again the church- 
es must lead the way. 

World peace, as a subject in which 
the churches are vitally interested, is 
another area for films. The churches 
can and will attack the problem at the 
roots. They can use films to ‘‘sell’’ 
brotherhood, to promote unselfishness 
as a practical attitude for living. The 
moving picture can help instill in all 
people a sense of mutual interdepend- 
ence, for it brings understanding and 
appreciation instead of misunderstand- 
ing and bitterness. 

Now a production program of this 
kind costs money. A million dollars has 
been set up as the initial goal of 
the fund-raising campaign. Protestants 
throughout America have given many 
millions of dollars for those who are 
suffering from the effects of war. This 
$1,000,000 will be spent in trying to 
eure the causes of war, by instilling in 
the hearts of people those Christian 
attitudes which will make possible a 
real and lasting peace. 

The program of the Protestant Film 
Commission has a second purpose, and 
this is related to the Hollywood motion- 
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picture industry. The commission is in- 
terested in seeing that the points of 
view taken by Hollywood films are 
constructive, that the attitudes of these 
films make for the betterment of hu- 
man life. Such films as ‘‘How Green 
Is My Valley’’ and ‘‘Our Vines Have 
Tender Grapes’’ perform impressive 
service. There should be more of them. 
The commission is tremendously im- 
pressed with entertainment films which 
dramatically and entertainingly pro- 
mote constuctive ends, and influence 
for the better the attitudes and behavi- 
or of millions. 

This twofold program is an exten- 
sive and expensive one. The prayers 
and gifts of all Protestants are needed. 


THE EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


THE OTHER CHEEK 


“*THE PASSING SHOW’ in your De- 
cember issue notes what you call an ‘almost 
unbelievable’ happening in Elmhurst, IIL, 
where the local Masonic Temple there was 
given over for Catholic Church services after 
fire had destroyed the Catholic Church of 
the Immaculate Conception. The ‘almost 
unbelievable’ part is not the offer of the 
Masons to supply rent-free space in their 
Temple for Catholic Church services. This 
is in accord with the Golden Rule and the 
principles of the Fatherhood of God and 
Brotherhood of Man. The ‘almost unbe- 
lievable’ part is that the offer was accepted 
by the Roman Church in view of the fan- 
atical opposition of its self-styled infallible 
misleaders to Masonry. 

“The writer personally visited Elmhurst 
and learned from the members of the Craft 
there that the offer was made in good faith, 
was accepted and the rooms in the Masonic 
Temple are now being used by Roman Cath- 
olic organizations. 

“In view of the discreditable actions re- 
cently recorded in your magazine, ‘by hood- 
lum Catholic boys from the ‘godly’ parochial 
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schools in New York, one wonders what 
would have happened if the case had been 
reversed and the Masons had been burnt! 
out? Would they have been offered rent- 
free space in a Catholic building?” 

—Arthur J. Wills, Riverside, Ill, 
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BULL-RING CHAPEL 


“JUST returned from a trip to El Paso, 
Texas, and Mexico and see an item in your 
November issue that a Catholic chapel has 
been built in the patio of the Juarez bull 
ring in Mexico City. This is substantially 
correct, except that the said bull ring is in 
the city of Juarez, Mexico, just across the 
Rio Grande from El Paso. 

“I was in the bull ring (but not to a 
bull fight) on Nov. 25 and was shown this 
chapel where the matadors pray before they 
engage in a contest. Also visited the 200. 
year-old Church of Guadalupe, three blocks 
from the bull ring, where I saw a woman 
creep on her knees from the door to the 
altar along the bare wood floor, a distance 
of about 75 feet.” 

—Harry C. Mott, Phila., Pa, 
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VATICAN POLITICS 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


“HERE in Czechoslovakia, and especially in 
our free Christian Czechoslovak Church, we 
are following with great interest your activ- 
ities as editor and publisher. Especially 
your book, “Vatican Politics in the Second 
World War,” supplied us with valuable facts 
for which we are really grateful. We here 
are also conducting a very important cam 
paign against Vatican politics and its activ- 
ities in our country, and would very much 
appreciate receiving your magazine regu 
larly. 
“With thanks for your understanding and 
help.” 
—K. V. Vit, editor ‘Cesky Zapas,’ Prague 


(‘Cesky Zapas’ is the organ of the Protestant 
Czechoslovak Church, which was formed in 
1918 from approximately two million Ro- 
man Catholics who broke with Rome at 
that time. It will publish articles from 
The Converted Catholic Magazine in Czech.) 
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The Work of Christ's Mission 


Public Meetings of Worship, Testimonies and Forum, every Sunday 
at 3:30 in the afternoon, in the Auditorium at 229 West 48th Street, 
half a block west of Broadway, New York City 
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HRIST’S MISSION was fore maintains its platform in the 
founded in New York City in heart of New York City as an 
1879 by Rev. James A. O’Connor, open forum for the discussion of 
a former Roman Catholic priest. | the vital differences between the 
Having come to the knowledge religious and cultural values of 
of true Christian teaching, he de- Reformation teaching and those of 
termined to make it known to his Roman Catholicism. 
former Catholic brethren. A It also seeks to enlighten non- 
special feature of his Mission has Catholics as to Vatican-inspired 
been to help other priests to fol- activities against civil and religi- 
low his example and to enable ous liberty. In treating of this 
them to find positions in life after subject, however, it carefully dis- 
resigning from the Roman priest- tinguishes between (1) the Roman 
hood. In the more than sixty Curia, (2) the hierarchy, and (3) 
years of its existence, Christ’s the Catholic laity. It does not 
Mission has aided a large number assail individuals, but speaks 
of former Catholic priests in this plainly about the aims and work- 
way. ings of the politico-religious sys- 
Its articles of incorporation tem of Roman Ecclesiasticism, of 
state that Christ’s Mission was which they: all form a part. Nor 
founded for the purpose of mu- does it connect any considerable 
tual improvement of religious percentage of the laity with the 
knowledge and for the further- political schemes of either the 
ance of religious opinion. It there- Vatican or the hierarchy. 


CHRIST'S MISSION — Form of Bequest 
I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission,~incorporated in the State of 


New York, the sum Of $......cccccccccccssnsememne . to be applied to the uses and 
purposes of said Mission. 


YOUR COOPERATION IS A AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 


When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome you. 


CHRIST'S MISSION . . 229 West 48th St., New York 19, N.Y. 





AUTHENTIC REAL LIFE STORIES 


of former priests and nuns 
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' “FORGOTTEN WOMEN—IN CONVENTS" 
by HELEN CONROY (Sister Mary Ethel) 
A First-Hand Account of Convent Life 


THE SOUL OF A PRIEST, by L. H. Lehmann. 
The Life Story of the Editor of The Converted Catholic Magazine. 
Cloth Bound 
Special paper-covered edition 


UNDER ORDERS, by William L. Sullivan; a pentrating autobiography of a 
famous ex-priest of the Paulist Order $2.50 


THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN AND THE CONFESSIONAL, by Father Chiniquy; 
(New Edition) $1.00 


THE MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN, Life story of Dr. Walter M. Montano, 
Geet IRN SITU isis scccccsniccinsicast scence ecg . $1.25 


FROM PRIEST TO RADIO GOSPEL MINISTER—Life Story of Dr. Aldama, 


former priest 


Other Books of Interest on the Roman Catholic Question 


THE POPE'S CATECHISM, by J. Sheatsley. A famous Lutheran educator 
explodes the claims of the Roman Catholic Church as set forth in the 
Rare Catecieberen aiicsccsescsnscsscsessscceesser as .. Cloth Bound, $1.00 


TRUTH vs. DOGMA, by J. C. sleet A splendid x exposition of the 
erroneous dogmatic teaching of Roman Cat olicism against the back- 
ground of the Gospel Cloth Bound, $1.25 


THE MARCH OF TRUTH, by Stephen Szabo. Miniature sketches of twenty 
of the greatest heroes of the Reformation, by a well known authority. 

296 pages, Cloth, $2.50 
THROUGH BLOOD AND FIRE IN LATIN AMERICA, by Lester F. Sumrall. 


Dynamic flesh and blood experiences of a Protestant missionary worker 
Wes IN PON csisictcccetraticncceenudemeeenee 246 pages, Cloth, $2.00 


ROAD TO REFORMATION, by Heinrich Boehmer. Translated by John W. 
Doberstein and Theodore G. Tappert. Now in its first English translation 
—Boehmer's virile and significant biography of young Luther from 
monkhood through priesthood to the Diet of Worms. Fascinating, legend- 
shattering, factual—a book that will contribute valuable to + the under- 
standing of the dynamic converted priest and Reformation leader. Ideal 
for pastors, students, laity. .ccccecssssscunssneens 448 pages, Cloth Bound, $4.00 


= GURY'S DOCTRINES OF THE JESUITS, Translated from - Latin sis 
M. Paul Bert; 608 pages ................ 
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AGORA PUBLISHING CO., Dept. 316CL 
120 Liberty Street, New York 6, N. Y. 





